A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The action was joined immediately at the foot of Edge Hill,
near Banbury, on Sunday, October 23, 1642. The incompetent
£ssex had so mishandled things that the almost equally incom-
petent Hampden, with all the artillery and two regiments, was
a whole day's march behind. Numbers and material, therefore
heavily favoured the King; but the rebel cavalry was so well
handled on the right that, in spite of a complete royal success
against its left, where Prince Rupert, the King's nephew, the son
of the Electress Palatine, led the charge, the rebel fortunes were
restored, and the battle was a drawn one. In this successful
cavalry action, supported by good infantry work as well, we
find prominent Hampden's cousin, sprung like Hampden from
one of the millionaire families, but himself of moderate wealth,
being the son of a younger son. This man's name was Oliver
Cromwell, who was then captain of a troop of horse.
After the battle of Edge Hill Charles went on to London, but
his progress was very slow. He could have got there in a week,
and he allowed three, garrisoning Oxford and Reading as he
went. He probably knew that arrival in London would mean
negotiation rather than any chance of successful fighting, for
the town was far too large to be rushed. This delay gave Essex
time to come round to London by the north. The large, half-
trained militia of the capital was mobilized. After some
desultory fighting and negotiation the King retired with his
forces on Oxford, then a small walled town of about half a mile
each way, henceforward to be his capital.
That winter of 1642 was taken up in earnest negotiations for
peace. Many in the City were now becoming uneasy at the
heavy expense of the war, and there was a plot against the
Rebellion, in which some of the Commons themselves were
involved, but it came to nothing, as did the negotiations for
peace themselves, for the 'Parliament' was as determined to
continue fighting as the Kong was anxious for peace.
We must understand how during all that ensues group fight-
ing on a small scale was going on all over the place. But to
follow the fortunes of the Civil War we must consider only the
main actions and the key points.
In the next year, 1643, came a great event for the King, the
capture of BristoLfay PrinceRupert. This gave the King a most
important seaport, the second seaport of the kingdom, and, to
complete the line of the Severn and so hold the West altogether,

